Striatal dopamine after cortical injury: a reexamination.
We reevaluated the effects of unilateral sensorimotor cortex ablation on dopamine and dihydroxyphenylacetic acid concentration in the left and right neostriatum. We found no evidence for an asymmetry of either dopamine or dihydroxyphenylacetic acid in control or sham-operated animals and cortical ablation had no effect on dopamine or dihydroxyphenylacetic acid concentrations. These results suggest that the influence of sensorimotor cortex lesions on extrapyramidal function does not involve changes in striatal dopamine concentrations or turnover.